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11 ;   but they were not, at   the time, acceptable
ise.     Nor   was   the   third   of  the   above-named
opted as a standing order till much later, on the
arch  1888.     The only step in advance which was
lediate   result   of   the   committee   of   1871  was   the
:ice,   with   certain   modifications,   of   the   important
jle  laid   down   in   the first resolution.    We have seen
n spite of   the recommendations of  the committees of
1 1854   and   1861   it   had   not  hitherto   been   possible
luce  the   House  to   accept   it.     Beyond  all  question
l  a  serious  limitation  of the  scope  of private  mem-
"rights  in   favour  of  the  Government   and   the   daily
gramme framed by them.   That the House was   at   last
;ing to accept such a diminution of its own privileges as
Inst the Government  is as much a proof  of .the   urgent
H   of   the  reform   as   of  the  energy   of   the   Gladstone
Ministry in extorting from its own party such a concession
i) the  parliamentary power   of   the Cabinet.    The   compre-
nensive   and   successful   reforming   legislation   of   the   first
Gladstone administration  doubtless  made  some  measure  of
the kind absolutely necessary, and may well have contributed
to justify such a sacrifice of parliamentary initiative.    Accord-
ingly the   House  resolved, on  the   26th of  February 1872,
that  the rule of  progress should be extended to Committee
of Supply; that is to say, that amendments on the occasion
of going into such  committee should  only be  allowed  on
a  day when   a   new  division   of   the   estimates  was   being
taken,   not   at   subsequent   sittings.1     The   sessional   order
actually adopted went even further, as it imposed a material
limitation   upon  the   residue  of   debates which were  inde-
pendent of the Government's programme.    It was provided
that amendments on  these  permitted  occasions  could only
be moved when they were  relevant  to the division of  the

1 See Report (1878), Minutes of Evidence, Qq. 1-8, 367-369, 397-405,
544-554. The right of delaying Committee of Supply on the introduction
of supplementary estimates was not affected, nor was the right to move
amendments on going into Committee of Ways and Means or upon the
report of supply. In the last-mentioned case amendments had for years
been confined to matters relevant to the resolutions reported. See Report
(1878). Minutes T^ELvideqfreDQ. 25, 552 sqq.